Words from Your Teacher


Although originally this book is designed as a practical English textbook for junior students in Open College, I don’t want it to be a “textbook” only.  Nobody likes textbooks because they are boring and connected with tests only. I want to have something fun and useful to read for our students. I edited this book with various interesting topics, which can be applied to daily lives. Topics include from education, personal relationships, health, science, etiquette, food, to how to learn English well. It is not only for learning how to use English correctly, but also for contacting with informative knowledge as well. 


There are also various writing styles in this book.  It has styles of column, small essay, personal letter form and even dissertation of graduate study. It contains stories, which can warm your heart; it also has serious academic writings. “Train” is a lovely small essay by using simple words; the author expresses her deep love to her passed brother. “Are you dog-tired?” and “Taiwanese Career Women” are two small pieces of Masters’ dissertations. By reading these articles, you can have an idea of how you would write your thesis if you were in a graduate school. 


This book starts with easier articles with less vocabulary, then, step by step to the more advanced ones. The sequence of the book is edited purposely in this way so that it can provide you with more interest and confidence to keep on learning English. 


  I want to give my deep appreciation to my dear sister, Chiao Min Irene Tsai. Without her kind assistances I would never finish this task so quickly and efficiently. Irene is an excellent and experienced English Lecture. With her expertise both in linguistics and teaching, she helps me a lot to accomplish this job. Also, I would like to thank Dr. Peter Hertz who is a new colleague of mine. He gives me many good advices about this book. 


The last but not the least, I do hope that this can be a book to intrigue you for learning English through your life. In fact, distance learning is a form of life-long learning. As one of the students in Open College, you “are” truly a life-long learner.  I am so proud of what you are and what you are doing. So, please keep up good work!   

                                              Yours sincerely,

                                              Chiao Yen Joy Tsai

                                                 May/29, 2004
空中學院大學課程
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